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Ph.D students in the Centre for Family Research and its forerunners 

(1968 - 2016).  

  

 
For those who were awarded a Cambridge University Ph.D., the title of the 

dissertation and the date of the award of the degree are taken from theses held in the 

Cambridge University Library thesis collection.  This list also notes studentships or 

funding source for some students. The University Department through which the 

dissertation was submitted are also given – neither the Centre, nor its forerunners had 

a status in the University allowing this to take place directly through the Centre.  So 

Centre graduate students were registered through another Cambridge University 

Department or Faculty. 

 There several reasons why some graduate students working in the Centre did 

not submit a dissertation to Cambridge University.  Some may not have completed 

their PhD project; a few submitted to another University, while others did not 

complete their work in Cambridge and moved to posts elsewhere, or there were other 

reasons.  For these cases where there is no record of a Cambridge PhD dissertation, 

there is a note of the work they undertook in the Centre which been taken from the 

annual reports etc of the Centre. The lists includes all those recorded as beginning 

their post graduate work (or studentship) from the early days in the Unit for Medical 

Applications of Psychology from 1968 to the Centre for Family Research in 2016. An 

indication is given of the Department through which the student is registered. The 

record attempts to give indications of subsequent careers where this is known. 

  Almost 60 PhDs have been awarded to those in the Centre or its fore runners. The 

first was awarded to Paul Light in 1974 (The role taking skills of 4 year old children) 

with a further two more the following year (Ian Clifton Everest. (Reading and 
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perceptual organisation) and Denise Campbell (Avard) (Evaluation of aspects of 

neonatal paediatric services –SCBUs). 

CFR after an entry indicates that there is a copy of the thesis in the Centre for Family 

Research Lowenfeld library. 

 

Aldercotte, Amanda. Graduate student from 2012 onwards. Early social emotional 

skills and their relationship to social and academic success. 

 

Allcock, Lucy.  Graduate student 1997 onwards. Transferred to the Institute of Public 

Health. Evaluation of vocational rehabilitation for physical disability at the 

Papworth Training Centre.  

 

Appleby, John. Should children be told if they were conceived using donated 

reproductive tissue? The ethics of disclosure and the welfare of children. No 

information re department recorded. 2014. Subsequently, Wellcome post 

doctoral research fellow. Kings College London. 

Aveling, Emma- Louse. Partner in those interests? The impact of partner working in a 

Cambodian HIV prevention programme. Department of Social and 

Developmental Psychology. 2010. 

 

Bacon, Roger, J.E.  (Came to URMAP in 1976).  Problems in the relationship 

between sociological theory and sociological practice with special reference to 

the interpretation of attempted suicide by drug over-dosing.  Department of 

Economics and Politics, 1977. Research fellow, Trinity Hall, Cambridge. 

 

Backus, Richard. Status? 1977 onwards. Acquisition of attitudes of medical students 

to obstetrics.  

 

Badger, Shirlene. A genetic diagnosis for obesity: social and moral experiences of the 

body and responsibility in childhood.  Faculty of Social and Political 

Sciences.2009. Subsequently, CFR, and then Senior Research Associate, 

Institute of Public Health, Cambridge. 

 

Bagnoli, Anna.  Narratives of identity and migration: an autobiographical study of 

young people in England and Italy. Department of Social and Political 

Sciences, 2001. Subsequently Research Associate, Department of Sociology 

and Fellow and Tutor, Wolfson College Cambridge. 

 

Blake, Lucy. Families created by gamete donation: disclosure and family functioning 

when children are 7 years old. No institution cited. 2012. Research Associate 

CFR, Post doc Bifellow, Churchill College.  Subsequently, Lecturer in 

Children, Young People and Families, Edge Hill University. 
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Booth, Tony. Graduate student 1976 onwards.  Social and historical determinants of 

human development. Became a tutor at the Open University. Later Visiting 

Professor in the Department of Education, Cambridge. 

 

Campbell (Avard), Denise.  Evaluation of aspects of neonatal paediatric services.  No 

department cited in record, 1975. CFR. Subsequently, Research Director for 

the Centre of Genomics and Policy, and Associate Professor, Faculty of 

Medicine, McGill University, Montreal, Canada. 

 

Casey, Polly. Family functioning in surrogacy families: perspectives from mothers, 

fathers and 7 year old children. Department of Social and Developmental 

Psychology. 2013. Subsequently, Research and Data Manager, Tavistock 

Centre for Couple Relationships, London. 

Chapman, Elizabeth. Support and interaction for people living with HIV. Department 

of Social and Political Sciences.1999. Subsequently, Chartered psychologist 

and counsellor, Cambridge. 

 

Clark, John. Graduate student from 1980. Mental states, mental illness and mystical 

states. 

 

Clifton-Everest, Ian.  Reading and perceptual organisation.  Department of 

Experimental Psychology. 1975. Later, Senior Lecturer, Department of 

Psychology, Metropolitan University of London. 

 

Corrigall, Janet (Jenny).  An observational study of the interaction between Down’s 

syndrome babies and their mothers.  Department of Experimental Psychology, 

1978. CFR. Later psychotherapist, Cambridge. Director of the UK Council for 

Psychotherapy. 

 

Daly, Irenee. Misconceptions: women’s knowledge of age related fertility decline in 

the context of trend towards older motherhood. Faculty of Human, Social and 

Political Sciences. 2014. Later Lecturer, Health and Life Sciences, De 

Montfort University, Leicester. 

 

Darshane, Nikhil. Graduate student from 2012. Cognitive, behavioural and socio 

emotional predictors of primary school readiness and secondary school 

engagement.  

 

Day (Sclater), Shelley.  Puerperal insanity: the historical sociology of a disease.  

Department of Social and Political Sciences, 1996.CFR. Later Academic 

psychologist, research professor, lawyer, and author. 

 

Devine, Rory Thomas. Individual differences in theory of mind in middle childhood: 

multiple perspectives. Faculty of Human, Social and Political Sciences, 2013. 

CFR. Postdoctoral Research Associate, CFR. 

 

Downing, Claudia.  (MRC)  Reproductive decision-making in families at risk for 

Huntington’s disease: perceptions of responsibility.  Department of Social and 

Political Sciences, 2002. CFR. Wellcome Trust Postdoctoral Fellow, CFR. 
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Ebtehaj, Fatemeh. Co-constructed selves: Iranian exiled women and midlife 

development. Department of Social and Political Sciences, 2002. Later 

Research Associate and editor, CFR. 

 

Ensor, Rosie (née Davie). Child and family correlates of pro social behaviour. Faculty 

of Social and Political Sciences, 2006. CFR. Research Associate CFR. 

 

Farquhar, Iain.  Knowledge and control in the transcendental mediation movement.  

Department of Economics and Politics, 1981. 

  

Foley, Sarah. Graduate student from 2012. An international study of first time 

mothers and fathers and their relationship with their infants. 

 

Fujita, Nao. An Anglo-Japanese cross cultural study of children’s theory of mind and 

executive functions and care giver characteristics. Faculty of Human, Social 

and Political Sciences, 2014. 

 

Goldman, Leslie (Les).  Awareness under general anaesthesia.  Department of Social 

and Political Sciences, 1986.CFR. Later clinical psychologist and counsellor, 

Portland, Oregon.  

 

Graham, Susanna. Imagined futures: experiences and decision –making of single 

women embarking upon motherhood through sperm donation. Faculty of 

Human, Social and Political Sciences. 2014. Research Associate, CFR.  

 

Gűrtin-Broadbent, Zeynep.  The ART of making babies:  Turkish IVF patients’ 

experience of childlessness, infertility and tup bebek.  No institution cited. 

2013. Research Associate, Department of Sociology, Cambridge University. 

 

Haarhoff, Georgina.  The influence of social stigma and personal cancer experience 

on decision making in people affected with an inherited form of colorectal 

cancer.  Department of Social and Political Sciences, 2003. Later Head of tax 

policy and legislation, Welsh Government. 

  

Halati, Marjaneh.  Graduate student from 1989 onwards. Mothers and daughters and 

marriage in Iran – before and after the revolution. Later founder and Director 

of the OMID Foundation which empowers disadvantaged young women in 

Iran.  

 

Hart, Joan Martha. Children’s self- esteem and problem behaviour. Department of 

Social and Developmental Psychology.2012.  

 

Hawthorne-Amick, Joanna.  The effects of different routines in a special care baby 

unit on the mother-infant relationship: an intervention study.  Department of 

Social and Political Science. 1982. CFR. Later Director of the Brazelton 

Centre UK, Cambridge. 

 

Henshall, Christopher (Chris).  Gender behaviour and cognition in pre-school 

children.  No department cited in record, 1983. CFR. Later Deputy Director of 

R and D at the Department of Health, London, etc. 
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Hunt, Myra.  Coming of age in Caracas: a study of young women in the ‘Barrios’ of 

Caracas, Venezuela.  Department of Social and Political Sciences, 1994. CFR. 

Later Head of News Media at the BBC World Service. 

 

Ilioi, Elena. Graduate student from 2013. Longitudinal study of adolescents conceived 

by assisted reproduction. 

 

Imrie, Susan. Graduate student from 2013. Parental psychological well being and 

parent – infant relationships. 

 

Iqbal, Humera. Parenting and child development in multi-ethnic Britain. Department 

of Social and Developmental Psychology.2012. CFR. Later at Institute of 

Education, Humanities and Social Sciences, University of London. 

 

Ireland, Jane.  Gender, work and identity in the lives of women and men in nursing 

and the engineering trades in the south of England.  Department of Social and 

Political Sciences, 1994. 

Isbister, Jonathan Nicholas.  Contemporary psychiatry and its conception of science. 

Department of Experimental Psychology. 1985. Later  Company director.  

 

Jacques, Nicola. (MRC) Graduate student 1972 onwards. The role of early mother-

infant contact in the developing mother-child relationship. MPhil . 1978.   

 

Jamieson, Ruth. Army welfare and divorce in Britain 1939-1945.  Graduate student 

1994, later moved to the Institute of Criminology, Cambridge. 

 

Jensen, Eric.  Anglo-American press coverage of therapeutic cloning: a grounded 

discourse analysis of news production and content.  Faculty of Social and 

Political Sciences, 2008. Later Associate Professor Department of Sociology, 

University of Warwick. 

 

Jessop, Julie.  Psychosocial dynamics of post-divorce parenting: pleasures, pitfalls 

and new partners.  Department of Social and Political Sciences, 2001. CFR. 

Left Cambridge for the USA. 

 

Jiminez – Etcheverria, Pamela. Graduate student from 2013 onwards. Child 

development and school transitions in Chilean adoptive families. 

 

Jones, Kitty. Graduate student from 2015 onwards. Follow up of solo mothers by 

choice. 

 

Kayali (Browne), Tamara. The real me: control, responsibility and the self in 

depression. Department of Social and Developmental Psychology. 2012. Later 

Lecturer, Australian National University, Canberra. 

 

 

Klein, Ewan.  On sentences which report beliefs, desires and other mental attitudes.  

Department of Economics and Politics, 1978. Later Professor of Language 

Technology at the University of Edinburgh. 
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Klepzig, Ronald.   Graduate student from1976 onwards. ‘Consciousness’, language 

and the self in the first year of life.  Fusing aspects of developmental 

psychology, phenomenology, psychoanalysis and Marxism with insights from 

certain spiritual traditions. 

 

Kocoaluk, Sultan. Graduate student 1990 onwards.   Intermarriage and integration of 

Turkish immigrants in Britain. 

 

Lambert, David. Graduate student 2004 onwards. Teacher- child relationships in four 

year olds. 

 

Lamba, Nishtha. Graduate student from 2013 onwards. The experiences, motivations 

and psychological wellbeing of Indian surrogate mothers. 

 

Landt, Jennifer. Graduate student 2010 onwards. Theory of mind and children’s 

perceptions of social obligations: a cross-cultural study in Mexico and the UK. 

 

Leighton, Carlos.  Role taking, sharing and co-operation in young children.  

Department of Paediatrics, 1990. CFR. Carlos founded and directed El Centro 

de Investigaciones para La Infancia y Le Familia, Metrolitana University, 

Caracas, Venezsuala which carries out intervention projects and research in 

the communities of the barrios of Caracus. Carlos was killed in a car jacking 

in Caracas 1992. 

 

 

Lieven, Elena.  Language development in young children: children’s speech and 

speech to children. Department of Experimental Psychology, 1980.      

Director, ESRC Internal Centre for Language and Communitive Development 

at the Universities of Manchester, Liverpool and Lancaster. 

 

Light, Paul. The role-taking skills of four year old children.  Department of 

Haematology [?] 1974. Professorships of psychology and of education at the 

Open University and the University of Southampton. Pro Vice Chancellor 

University of Bournemouth.  

 

Lindwall, Kelly. Graduate student 1991 onwards. The long term effects of child 

sexual abuse for men and women. 

 

Marks, Alexandra Erin.  Children’s interactions with siblings from age 3-6: 

developmental trajectories with links to children’s past experiences.  

Department of Social and Development Psychology, 2010. CFR. 

 

Mauthner, Natasha. (transferred from Experimental Psychology).  Post-natal 

depression: a relational perspective.  Department of Social and Political 

Sciences, 1994. CFR. Professor Mauthner is associate director of the Centre 

for Families and Relationships, Universities of Aberdeen and Edinburgh. 
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McAllister, Marion.  Predictive testing for hereditary non-polyposis colorectal cancer 

(HNPCC): a theory of engagement.  Department of Social and Political 

Sciences, 2000. Genetic counsellor. Norgen Centre, University of Manchester. 

 

Niestroj, Brigitte. Graduate student from the University of Berlin. Mother-child 

relationships in Seventeenth Century England.  Thesis submitted to the 

University of Berlin, 1985. 

 

Okita, Toshie.  Child rearing and language use in Japanese-British intermarried 

families.  Department of Education, 2000. CFR. Later Research Fellow, 

University of Auckland, New Zealand. 

 

Petrut, Gabriella. Graduate student 2008 onwards. Mother-child interaction and 

maternal depression and children’s emotional regulation. 

 

Phillips, Robert (Bob). (MRC). Graduate student 1972 onwards. Communications in 

infants: problems of meaning and intentions. 

 

Pinkerton, Gill. Graduate student. 1970-1972. Left to obtain practical experience of 

child development and became a playgroup organiser. 

 

Prufe, Jenny. Seeking certainty in an uncertain world: psychosocial aspects of renal 

replacement therapies in children and adolescence. Department of Psychology. 

2013. CFR. Hanover Medical School, Germany. 

Pushparatnam, Adelle. Interventions for children with autistic spectrum disorder: a 

cross cultural perspective. Faculty of Human, Social and Political Sciences. 

2015. CFR. 

 

Richardson, Graham.  Spatial thought and verbal ability in children retarded in 

reading. Department of Experimental Psychology, 1980. CFR. Chartered 

psychologist, specialising in the assessment of children and adults with 

learning and language difficulties. Bromley, Kent.  

 

Roman, Gabriela Diana. Mother’s depressive symptoms and young children’s 

problem behaviours. Department of Psychology. 2013. 

 

Selby, Jane.  Feminist identity and contradictions: women research students at 

Cambridge University.  Department of Social and Political Sciences, 1985. 

Later clinical psychologist, Bathurst, New South Wales, Australia. 

 

Sinclair, Christina (Tina).  (Alberta, Canada, scholarship fund). Sisters, brothers and 

others: A study of marriage, divorce and extended families.  Department of 

Social and Political Sciences, 1993. Psychologist, therapist and divorce 

mediator, Melbourne, Australia and Calgary, Canada.  

 

Stone, Martin.  Graduate student from 1980. Moved to LSE. Relationship between 

theoretical development of psychology and psychiatry and their current areas 

of practice in NHS. Later Jungian psycho-analyst, London 
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Tasker, Fiona. (ESRC)  Adolescents’ attitudes to marriage and relationships following 

parental divorce.  Department of Social and Political Sciences, 1990. CFR. 

Senior Lecturer , Department of Psychological Sciences, Birkbeck, University 

of London. 

 

Thorington, Ann. (SSRC). Graduate student 1975 onwards.  Attitudes to pregnancy 

and its management.  

 

Totterman (Crowe), Nicola.  (ESRC link award). Intermittent father absence and the 

development of children.  Department of Social and Political Sciences, 1989. 

CFR. 

Urwin, Catherine (Cathy). Development of communication between blind infants and 

their parents. Some ways into language. No department given in record, 1979. 

CFR. Developmental psychologist and child psychotherapist Emmanuel Miller 

Centre, London. Cathy died in 2012. Obituary, Guardian 17th June, 2012. 

 

Young (Ernst), Sheila. Graduate student from 1970 onwards. (ESRC). Unmarried 

mothers and abortion. Later radical and feminist therapist and group analyst. 

Women’s Therapy Centre and Birkbeck College, University of London.  

Sheila died in 2015. Obituary Guardian, 24th March 2015. 

 

Wallach, Robin Wadell. Explaining psychological ideas: the case of creativity. 

Department of Economics and 1991. Living in San Francisco? 

 

Weissman, Anne. Graduate student 1979 onwards.  Depressed and non-depressed 

mothers and their infants. 

 

White, Naomi. Sibling relationships from pre - school to pre – adolescence:  change, 

correlates and consequences. Faculty of Human, Social and Political 

Sciences.2015. CFR. Later Research Associate CFR. 

 

Wild, Lauren.  Inter-parental conflict and child adjustment: exploring the role of 

children’s emotional competence.  Department of Social and Political 

Sciences, 2001. CFR. Later Associate Professor, Department of Psychology                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

, University of Cape Town, South Africa. 

 

Wood, Michael (Mike).  (SSRC)  Continuity and change in individual differences in 

the first year of life.  Department of Economics and Politics, 1981. CFR. 

 

Wong, Keri Ka – Yee. Paranoia and social mistrust in UK and Hong Kong children. 

Faculty of Human, Social and Political Sciences. 2015. 

 

Zadeh, Sophie. Thinking on fertile ground: a study of social representations of single 

mothers by sperm donation in the UK. Faculty of Human, Social and Political 

Sciences. 2015. Later CFR Research Associate and Research Fellow , Corpus 

Christi College. 

 

 


